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Hence the Labour Party was clearly more successful in Wales than in Scotland, where the Conservative Party was obviously the party which benefited the most from the snap election, mostly thanks to the campaign led by Ruth Davidson, the new Tory leader in Scotland. It is interesting to compare those results with the vote shares obtained by the major parties in England and in the whole of the UK (table 2): 3 It was clearly showing that Labour was fighting back in Wales but that the Conservatives were still on course for an historic victory at the general election, keeping a four-point lead. Next, on 22 May, a poll carried out by ITV Wales and Cardiff University revealed that support for Labour in Wales had risen to 44% compared to 35% two weeks before, whereas support for the Conservative Party had declined by 7 points down to 34%, the same could be seen for Plaid Cymru which was down to 9%. Analysing the results of this new poll, Professor Roger Scully said:
The most important change from the previous poll is clearly the resurgence in Labour support. This is broadly in line with the Britain-wide polls, which have generally been showing a narrowing of the gap between the Conservatives and Labour in recent days. But the extent of the Labour rise, and Conservative fall, are rather greater in Wales, and are sufficient to put Labour back into a significant lead in Wales.
From day one of this election, Welsh Labour have fought hard for every vote right across Wales, in a positive campaign led from the front by our leader, Carwyn Jones. We will continue to do so until June 8 th . Polls across the board remain volatile. However, as on the doorstep, it seems that people are responding well to our positive vision for Wales, and rejecting the Tory plans for more cruel cuts. 5 12 And finally, on 7 June, i.e. the day just before polling day, a YouGov poll for ITV Wales and Cardiff University confirmed the Welsh Labour lead in Wales. 6 Professor Scully commented that the latest polls showed a "revival in the fortunes of the Welsh Labour party ". In a blog post, he emphasized the dramatic U-turn in voters ' 9 The poll revealed that a proportion of Welsh voters did not know who Carwyn Jones was since 22% of respondents chose "Don't know" for Welsh Labour leader Carwyn Jones when asked to assess leaders on a scale of 1-10 on how they liked them. Graham Henry considered they chose that answer because they did not know who Carwyn Jones was… Professor Roger Scully played down such an interpretation:
Despite having been First Minister for four and a half years, Carwyn seems to be significantly more anonymous with the people of Wales. But Carwyn, in turn, is far more well-known to the Welsh public than the three opposition leaders in the Assembly, none of whom have seen their public profile increase significantly over the last 11 months. 10 16 Nevertheless, the poll also indicated that Carwyn Jones was still the most popular party leader in Wales since he came first with 4.6/10, before Leanne Wood (4/10) and Kirsty Williams (3.9/10). Ed Miliband, the most popular leader for Westminster, came fourth (3.7/10). 11 According to a Welsh Labour spokesman: "He [Carwyn Jones] was elected on a promise to be a Welsh Labour leader for the whole of Wales, and these figures show that he is clearly honouring that promise".
12 And yet, he played a prominent role in the 2017 campaign.
A fight between two leaders: Jones vs May 17 During the general election campaign, Wales faced a paradoxical situation since the Conservative campaign centred on Theresa May, the British Prime Minister, which was rather logical considering she was a politician in power, while the Welsh Labour campaign focused on Carwyn Jones, the Welsh First Minister, also a leading politician, but 15 His image as a successful governing politician was an asset to be exploited by the Labour Party. 22 There was first awkwardness between the two leaders, Carwyn Jones and Jeremy Corbyn, a feeling palpable during Corbyn's visit in Cardiff North during the first week of the campaign, when they had a rally together, and also at a moment when a poll forecast a Conservative victory in Wales for the first time since the 1850s. Corbyn was indeed at first viewed as a liability for Welsh Labour, as in 2016 for the Welsh elections, during which Corbyn never came to Wales. 16 But their relationship was different in the 2017 campaign, especially in June, when visits by Corbyn were highly advertised on social networks, such as his visit to North Wales the day just before the general election, the day after Theresa May's almost secret visit to Wales, on 6 June. Indeed, she came to meet farmers, but hardly announced she was coming. 20 The First Minister has also been extremely visible insisting on the fact the repatriation of powers from the European Union should not be taken by London as an opportunity to grab powers back from the Assembly. Many powers currently held in Brussels concern devolved matters, as farming or the environment. Theresa May announced these powers would be first repatriated in London, and later handed to the devolved administrations. 25 
Furthermore, in Brexit, Devolution and the Changing Union: 2018, a pamphlet published in
February 2018 by Lord David Owen, Gwynoro Jones, Lord Elystan Morgan and Glyndwr Cennydd Jones, Lord Morgan stressed it was necessary to set up "a UK-wide constitutional convention, with involvement of all parties and elements of British society to discuss the future of Union, particularly in the context of Brexit". 21 If not initiated by the Conservative government, it should be created, they said, by the Labour Party, also including academics, to give it it more credibility, as underlined by Lord Owen:
If the Prime Minister herself does not embrace an all-party convention then the Labour Party and the SNP should forge an initial agreement, with the aim of building a cross-party convention capable of involving others. While it would be unfortunate not to have the assistance of Whitehall, the effects of this can be negated by the use of academics, thereby ensuring the quality of the convention. Welsh Labour, the real party of Wales A party in power 27 The success met by Welsh Labour was stressed from the very beginning of their manifesto, in the foreword: "Welsh Labour is in power in Wales and we want to establish a real partnership with a UK Labour government", 23 hence giving the impression that in this partnership with London, Cardiff would be the senior partner, and not the other way round. The British Labour Party was seeking to be back in power, after seven years in opposition, while Welsh Labour had been in office for nearly 20 years in Wales, ever since the opening of the Assembly and the first elections. A key expression in this 113-page document is "the Welsh Labour Government", with a clear assessment of the past few years and the policies implemented in Wales by Carwyn Jones's government, through the use in the whole manifesto of present perfect forms or -ing forms describing current policies. On the contrary, a UK Labour government is a government to be, hence the use of "will" and the multiplication of pledges. British Labour could make no assessment of its own record, after seven years as the Opposition in Westminster. Welsh Labour was thus in a powerful position, as indicated on page 96: "We are proud of the achievements of the Welsh Labour Government and its record of delivery". 24 28 This was in clear opposition with the Welsh Conservatives' manifesto, the title of which underlines its double anchoring: Our Plan for a Stronger Wales, a Stronger Britain…, hence showing the extent to which it was a more British-centred manifesto, with a real emphasis on Britain, more than Wales. The Conservative manifesto restated many of the pledges made at a UK level, along with pledges for the 2021 assembly elections.
29 Welsh Labour's domination of the Assembly also reveals the weaknesses of the major opposition parties. Indeed, Welsh Labour's performance in economy, health or education is usually regarded as relatively poor and disappointing, and yet the party has managed to remain the dominant one in the country: "What seems rather extraordinary is that 26 Since Wales had voted in its majority in favour of Brexit the previous year, the British PM was confident her party would be successful in the country and the vote came to be a vote for her more than for her party.
31 It seemed at first to be the right strategy, as stressed on 1 June by Professor Scully: " However, the Tories retain one considerable strength: voters still rank Brexit as the most important issue in the election, and rate the Conservatives as the best party to deal with this issue". 27 The final Welsh poll, asking the sample about the most important issues in the election, showed that Brexit was the priority for 50% of people in Wales, but health, albeit a devolved issue, came second, immigration third and the economy fourth. This should have helped the Conservatives, especially since the end of May poll had indicated that for 32% of Welsh people the Conservatives were the party best able to handle Brexit. Clearly something has gone wrong because the country has wanted to talk about other issues at this election time. They wanted to raise other concerns and there are a whole lot of new voters who were less concerned about Brexit and more concerned about issues to do with quality of life and their economic security in the future.
29
33 In contrast, Welsh Labour decided to widen the debate and to focus on other issues, everyday ones, such as education, health, or economy, some of which were devolved and all of which were examined from a Welsh point of view, stressing Labour's achievements. Carwyn Jones differentiated the Brexit negotiations and the general election campaign. This strategy was stressed very early in the manifesto: "This is not a Brexit election". 30 The approach proved to be a key to success, as it had been in February 1974 when Edward Heath, the Conservative PM who had called the snap election to solve his disputes with the miners, restricted debates to "Who runs the country?" whereas Harold Wilson, the Labour leader, chose to widen issues, also dealing with inflation and jobs. 
